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Short story 11
“ The Gift of the Magi”

The Gift of the Magi," by O. Henry, is a short story brimming with irony and
heartwarming sentiment. It centers around a young, deeply in love, and
desperately poor couple, Della and Jim, at Christmastime. Their financial straits
are dire; they barely have enough money to cover basic necessities, let alone
purchase presents for each other.

Della's most prized possession is her long, flowing hair. It's a source of pride and
beauty for her. Jim, in turn, cherishes his gold pocket watch, a family heirloom.
These two possessions become central tothe story's plot.

On Christmas Eve, Dellais overcome with the desire to give Jim a special gift. She's
heartbroken that she can't afford anything worthy of him. In a moment of
desperation, she makes a profound sacrifice: she sells her beautiful hair for $20.
With the money, she buys a platinum watch chain for Jim's pocket watch, a
perfect, elegant complement to his prized possession. She's thrilled with her
purchase, imaginingJim's delight.

Meanwhile, Jim has also been struggling with the same dilemma. He loves Della
and wants to give her something special for Christmas. He makes his own
significant sacrifice. He sells his beloved pocket watch to buy a set of exquisite
tortoise shell combs, adorned with jewels, that Della has long admired in a shop
window. He envisions her using them to adorn her beautiful hair.

The climax of the story occurs when Della and Jim exchange gifts. Della, beaming
with pride, presents Jim with the platinum watch chain. Jim, in turn, gives Della
the combs. The irony hits them both simultaneously. Della has cut off her hair,
making the combs useless. Jim hassold his watch, rendering the chain pointless.

This ironic twist is the heart of the story. Both Della and Jim have sacrificed their
most prized possessions for the sake of the other, only to have their gifts become
functionally irrelevant. However, the true message of "The Gift of the Magi" lies
not in the material gifts themselves, but in the profound love and selfless sacrifice
that motivated them. The story emphasizes that their love for each other is far
more valuable than any material possession. It's a poignant reminder that the
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spirit of giving lies in the thought and love behind the gift, not in the gift itself. The
story concludes with a comparison to the Magi, the wise men who brought gifts to

the baby Jesus. Just as the Magi gave their most precious possessions, so too did
DellaandJim, demonstrating the ultimate gift of love

(Compiled)
PRESENTED BY

Sumit Bisht
B.A. 4" Semester
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"Embrace Change: Celebrate Resilience”

Dr Radhakrishnan, a great educationalist of international repute had firm faith
that "Education to be complete, must be human, it must include not only training
of intellect but refinement of the heart and discipline of the spirit. No education
can be regarded as complete if it neglects heart and spirit" New National
Educational Policy 2022 exactly follows the spirit of this great teacher. The old
system of educationmarked by 10+2 structure had less opportunities of entry and
exit and thus had proved outdated. The new NEP structure is more democratic in
its ideals as it is based on the four cardinal principles of Access, Equality, Quality
and Accountability which concerns not only the interests and concerns of
students but also those of teachers. India being a vast country comprises a large
number of dropouts after primary education owing to yawning gaps in the
economic status of children, needed primal focus on universal access at all levels
of school education, it has been ensured by the NEP 2022,by employing
Anganwadi workers for pre-school/Bal -vatika for giving multilevel play/activity-
based learning to children from 3-6 years. After the 5 years of Foundational stage
when the learner is about 8 years, he will be all setfor activity based class learning
of the Preparatory stage(age 8-11).1t will again prepare him as an inquisitive and
enthusiastic learner for the ensuing Middle stage(age 11-14) and Secondary stage.
(age14-18).This new pedagogical and curricular structure of school education
(5+3+3+4), will produce an adult who can make his own choices for higher
education. Ina drastic change, the NEP 2022 has made a call for embracing change
and celebrating resilience. It has become imperative to change the existing school
curricula and pedagogy as per the need of the hour. It has its primal focus on Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE).It has also established the present
government 's commitment towards attaining Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN). The emphasis on activity based learning in school education
would discourage rote learning and promote learning by practice that would
sharpen the imaginative and creative potentialities of the learners and the burden
of books and bags will be replaced by creative learning.

In a similar way. New National Educational Policy has proved a boon for
aspirants of Higher Education. Its salient features like Credit Based semester
system, Choice Based Credit System, Internal Exams, several points of Entry and
Exit and Inter and Intra Discipline studies, have made entire Higher Education
more student friendly and purposive in its goals.
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CREDIT BASED SEMESTER SYSTEM ENSURES SCHEDULED COMPLETION OF
COURSES: It was observed in the old system that syllabus was designed for the
whole year, students and teachers remained slack in the early months of the
academic session and at the fag end of the session, the momentum of teaching
and learning took place, the length of session and the repetition /revision created
a sort of boredom and lack of interest among the learners.In Semester system,
maximum of syllabus is taken up by teachers in minimum of time as there is a
schedule of examinations and pressure of commencing next semester timely .A
new syllabus for every semester keeps students and teachers busy and target
oriented. The awarding a Degree or Diploma or Certificate is given on the basis of
number of credits completed by the student.

CBCS SYSTEM IS OPEN-ENDED, IT PRIORITIZES THE CHOICE OF THE LEARNER: The
Choice Based Credit System has been adopted following the global standards to
provide student autonomy and flexibility in choosing courses, uniform course
curriculum and uniform evaluation system,giving scope for mobility of students to
complete their education at different institutions at different times.In this system,
a student has a choice to select from the prescribed courses- core, elective or
minor or soft skill courses. One can make choices from number of courses from
other subjects/disciplines for his/her Inter-department Course.A student doing
BA can opt Electronics for his/her Inter-dept Course. Such flexibility was not
possible with the old system of education. The purpose of this system is to prepare
a student who will have knowledge and skills of other disciplines also, the different
streams like Arts Science, Commerce and Law will come closer and help build
citizens who will understand the interdependence of different
subjects/disciplines and will have holistic approach towards life and its problems.

THE INTRODUCTION OF INTERNAL EXAMS ENSURES REGULAR STUDY AND
ATTENDANCE:In the govt run Higher Educational Institutes, Absenteeism is a great
problem,a large number of students take admissions and remain absent for long
period, The introduction of Internal exams in every semester has ensured regular

presence of the students, they have to be in regular touch with the teachers and
they have to prepare their assignments and projects or conduct surveys to secure
marks by appearing for written and oral presentations for their 30 percent marks,
ultimately adding to their credit points(SGPA) and (CGPA). This feature has
brought a great change specially in Depts of Arts and Commerce where practical
exams are not conducted. It has proved a very significant step to realize UGC's
vision of 75% attendance for all students to appear in the final examinations. It has
also made the campuses of colleges and universities more vibrant with academic
exercises.
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MULTI ENTRY AND EXIT POINTS ENSURE DIFFERENT ACHEVEMENTS : The greatest
drawback of the old education policy was that if a learner took a break from his
studies owing to some or the other circumstances, he was not eligible to get a
degree. NEP addresses the urgent need of reducing the number of dropouts and
adds flexibility to the system. As per the provisions of NEP, a two year Master's
programme will be offered to those students who have completed three year
Bachelor's programme and a one year programme for those who have done four
vear UG degree with research.An integrated fiveyear Bachelor/Masters
programme will also be offered with option to exit at third year of Bachelor's
degree and entry to Masters programme. If some student exits after the first year
of Graduation, he will get Undergraduate Certificate, if he leaves after two years of
Graduation, he will get Undergraduate Diploma, if he completes three years of
Graduation, he will get Bachelor's degree. Bachelor's Degree (Honours/Research)
will be for four years. Masters'Degree One/Two years will depend on three/four
year's Bachelor degree respectively. After Masters, one can do research for
Doctoral degree.

In this way, NEP2022 has rejuvenated the entire education system by focusing on
multidisciplinary and flexible learning. The fruits of NEP2022 cannot be reaped
until or unless educational institutes embrace change and celebrate resilience.

DRS C HAJELA
PROF, DEPT OF ENGLISH
SHRIJNM PG COLLEGE LUCKNOW
Email:sudheer.hajela@gmail.com
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College Website- https://gdcbhikiyasain.in/

College Fb ID- https://www.facebook.com/photo/?

fbid=525965566878099&set=a.525965573544765
College youtube - UCV7z6yOzKf2rhW4jz9qzBfA

SSJU Website- https://www.ssju.ac.in/

Routes to Roots- https://r2rdigital.routes2roots.com/

Skill Development Programme- https://www.msde.gov.in/
Anti-Ragging-https://www.antiragging.in/a davit_aliated_form.php

Anti Drug- https://pledge.mygov.in/fightagainstdrugabuse/
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